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PERSECUTION.|| 


To the Worthily Honour'd | 


JOHN S T ONE, 
Of Brighewel-Place in Oxfordſbire, 
ESQUIRE. 


SIR, 


T ſeems very wonderful to me, that after the clear 
Revelation of Scripture, and the Inſtruttions of Men ; 
ter the mauy Renowned Examples of Chriſtian Sut- 
— the Repeated Inſtances of every Age ; after all 
Mens Fears and Apprebenſions, Reaſonable and Tu- 
reaſonable, ( for either of theſe are apt to awaken, and engage * 
to Conſideration) the generality even of Chriſtians — 
be ſuch utter Strangers (as I find they are) of the True 
Notion and Nature of — | 

Now to Reftifie the Miſtakes, and Clear the Vuderſtandings 
of the Ignorant Herein, is the main" Defign of the enſuing 
Diſcourſe. 

And t I am not out of all of giving ſome Light 
to the Dottrine in hand; for 1. 4 7 
wards the Satisfattion of Thoſe ( if thu / Piece ſhall 
haply fall into their Hands) who either have not heard of, 
or have not had leiſure to peruſe, or have not been able 
70 e the er and more ate Di s on thy 
Subjeft, Were I ſure it would prove wholly 5, (tbe T 

am 
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am apt to Hope, and induc'd by Learned Friends to Believe, 
it will not) J Id wave the Publication of this Addreſs for 
Tour ſake, and of the Diſcourſe for my own. 

Sure I am, it can do no harm, nor juſtly give 2 Offence, 
being written with the Faithfulneſs and with the Tenderneſs 
of a Spiritual Chirurgion. Alas ! our Breaches are over- 
wide already; they need not be widned more by harſh Re- 
flexion, and keennelſs of Expreſſion. Some Spirits are natu- 
rally Perverſe and Froward, and ought (if poffble) to be Cor- 
rected and Sweerned, vt Exaſperated more, not Hirt d in- 
to a greater Ferment. 

This I am extremely ſenſible ; and defire not to Pro- 
voke, but to Heal. If were (tho, praiſed be God, I am 
not) of another Frame of Spirit, I am ſure I ſhould take an 
ill time to ſhew it in, when I addreſs to Jon; to Jos (Sir), 
who ſeem to be made up of Gentleneſs and Temper. Tour 
Reaſonings with Diſſenters (who do therefore chuſe to 
themſelves to Jon they are Sedate, and Calm, and full of an 
Obligin centlon. Towr Delight it is (and Tou make 
it Tour Buſineſs) ro Argue Fairly, 2 Lovingly perſaade 
Men to Confermity. And when all Jour Arguments, and Win- 
ning Behaviour will not do it, (And who can promiſe bimſelf 

a never-failing Succeſs /] Tes gain This Point bowſoever, They 
come over to a better Opinion of our Church and Church-men : 
They are ſatified by Tou, that it's the Churches Defire, as it is 
Tours, to Invite, rather than Compel ; to Convince, that it 
may not Correct them, 

Thus do Jos diſcharge Tour Daty diligently, and chearfully, 
like a Tree Son of our Church, a Faithful, Exemplary t= 
ſtrate, a Loyal Sulject, and a Good Chriſtian : I onght to add, 
dike a Trae Frieud of our Clergy ; for ſach do 72 (7 muſt 
weeds acknowledge it) upon all Occaſions approve Tour ſelf : 
( For of Thus (to ſay nothing of others) Tour Favours to me, 

and Great, are a pregyant Argument : foraſmuch A I 
can in no wiſe attribute them te avy the leaſt Merit of mh 

at 
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But to Tour Goodnels, and Reſpect to my Go And thus 
while Jou temper Tour Prudence with Piety, and joyn Sobriety 
and Candour, to an inviolable Loyalty, and Reverence to the 
Church, Tou flop the Mouths of Gainſayers ; and even Thoſe 
who Suffer under Jou, cannot be angry. This is certainly the 
moſt Chriſtian , and ' moſt feaſible Courſe for the filling our 
Churches ; and it is Tours. And if Men will ſtand out nor- 
withſtanding ; if they will not learn by Tour Example, nor 
bow to Tour Reaſons, nor hear ten to Tour Counſels and Per- 
ſuaſions ; they become ſtill the more inexcuſable ; they may 
thank themſelves for what they endure; and are as far from 
what may be term d Perſecution, as they are from Conformi- 
ty : wnleſs Tou will ſay, they are their own Perſecutors. 

I pray God to make em ſenſible of their Errours,and thorow- 
ly fatisfied of the High Injuſtice of —— their Gover- 
wours for that which it is their Duty to do. 

The Subordinate Magiſtrate is oblig'd to ſee that the Laws 
be put in Execution; and the. Supreme is oblig'd to take care 
that there be ſuch Laws as are apt and qualified to Engage, 
and to Preſerve Men in Peace, Concord, and Uniformity. 
The Government it ſelf cannot well, I was going to ſay, it 
cannot innocently Tolerate Men in a Schiſm ; certainly it 
cannot give any Man Licenſe to fin : neither is it in the Power 
of any Law, or Diſpenſation, to make that Juſtiffable and 
Lawfal, which in its own Nature is Evil and Sinful. Such, 
unqueſtionably, is all Separation from Thit, or any other Eſta- 
bliſk'd Church, that is Sound, and Pure, as Ours is. 

But and if the Government could (as it cannot) make Se- 

ion u Schiſm, and no Sin; yet (I would obſerve, and I 

d :ny ſelf oblig'd upon This occafion to vindicate the Pro- 
ceedings of our Governours herein) That neither has the Govern- 
ment any reaſon to grant, nor our Nonconforming Brethren any 
reaſon to expect a Toleration, or Relaxation of the Laws, 

I know, Theſe two things are almoſt co-iacident : however, 
they will ſeverally admit of a diſtintt and particular Con(ide- 
ration, A 1. Then, 
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1. Then, I would otferve, That the Government has no 
reaſon to grant a Toleration, &c. For if Theſe Men do not 


Suffer, the Government in all likelihood will ; there being no- 
thing more deftruftive of the Publick Peace, than a General 
Liberty of all forts of Worſhip. 

Of This we have bad Late and Sad Experience. When 
every man did that which was right in his own eyes, ze 
was little confider'd, whether it was right, or not, in the eyes 
of others. Men abus'd their Liberty into Defiance of Au. 
thority ; perfet Laò leſneſs being the Reſult. When one Man 
out of a giddy humour wandred about in ſearch after 
Truth, another thought he might as eafily find it at home 
When This Man thought he might ſerve God in any way, his 
Neighbour was of opinion, that 'twas altogether as good, and 
much more caſte, not to ſerve him at all. So then, we 
eaſily divine, by what we have ſeen and felt, that a Conni 
vance, or Toleration of all ſorts of Religion, is the ready 
way to deſtroy all that looks like Religion ; and that (bad it 
wot pleas'd Heaven to direct our Governours herein) our Na. 
tion would bave ſunk by degrees to downright Scepticiſm and 
Infidelity ; to as little Senſe of Religion, as ſome of a Neigh- 
bouring Country are ſaid to have done, who, by a general Al. 
lowance of all ſorts of Worſhip, had made their Conſciences ſo 
pliable, that they could renounce their Bible, when it ſere/d a 
Turn, and cry, they were Hollanders, and not Chriſtians. 

But, ſecondly, As the Government has no reaſon to grant, 
fo, it may be conſidered further, that our Diſſenting Brethren 
have no reaſon to e a Toleration. 

And here I ſhall not need to mind them of the Old Now 


conformiſts Opinion in the Caſe ; who plainly declar'd, that 
to Allow of — forts - 4 Worſhip, was incorvenient, un- 
reaſonable, and extremely dangerous to Church and State. 7 
would only offer to conſideration, Whether We (if We were is 
Their Circumſtances, and They in Ours) might in any reaſon 
expett This Liberty from Them. as 
a 


— 
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ſhall we admit of That which we verily believe is unlawful a 
Would you bave us Allow, openly to Allow of That in others, 
which we cannot Allow in our ſelves? Would you have us 
wanting in our. e aud Care for your Souls, which we are 
oblig'd to non a /ouble account, as Chriſtians, and as Gover- 
mours 2 To c:rantenance That which is, or That which ts takes 
for a Sin, is a Sin Ad to encourage it by the way of Tole- 
ration, is ts countenance it with a — : And how can 
we do This thing, and fin againſt God, and our own Conſci- 
ences ? This ſure is what every of them would be ready to of- 
fer : This is what they with reaſon might. And now ds but 
mwoert the Scene, — e have the plain Caſe between us and 
them. Our Governours know, and are perſuaded, that Sepa- 
ration from our Church is Schiſm ; and that Schiim is a very 
grievous Sin, They cannot unconcernedly ſee any Perſons en- 
gd in it : and for Thoſe who are under their Government 
and Care, they cannot give them That Liberty, which would 
prove miſchievous in the abuſe of it, and is therefore onely de- 
Air d, that it may be abusd: So that for them to expect a To- 
leration, is to exe That which cannot reaſonably be expetted: 
it u to ep That which they themſelves, if they were in 
Power, would never grant, or think it reaſonable that it ſhould 
be a m9 from them : indeed, it is to expett That, which ſe- 
' veral of them will not at preſent Allow to their own Children, 
and Dependents. 

I would not be miſtaken : I do not, nor can I approve of 
Compulſion i» all Caſes, Religion is ſuch a Worſhip and 
Service of God, as ſuppoſes the Concurrence of the Will ; and 
now the Will cannot be forc'd, it u free as Thought, and 1 
perſuaded by Words, rather than Blows, as Lactantius well 
obſertd : No Flumane Laws or Power can poſſibly tate hold 
of it ; it is out of the reach of Fire and F and all the 
Aﬀrighting /»/traments of Cruelty ; ſo that it is impoſſible 
to be Compell'd ( properly ſpeaking) to any Religion; and 
therefore it is unreaſonable any Man ſhould be Compell'd * 

42 the 


. * 
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the Profeſſion of any. Inderd it does not lie in any Mart 
power to be of what Religion bimſelf pleaſes, tho as to the out- 
ward P it does : and now no one can be oblig'd le 
hus Power : And certainly it is very hard, that a Man ſhould 
Suffer for not Profeſſing that Relrgion, which be cannot bear« 
tily embrace, and is therefore obi d not to profeſs. 

But then I muſt obſerve, on the other hand, That there are 
ſome Opinions have a natural tendency to Miſchief ; to Civil 
Jars, and Unchriſtian Diviſions; to Fats! Diſturbances 
in Church and State: And tho a bare Diſſent in Judgment 
may not, ſhould not ; yet Theſe, whereever they are found, do 
inſtly come under the Laſh of the Law : and if the Church bad 
wo Power to ſhut out the Reſractory and Dilobedient ; wer 
the Croil Magiſtrate any to ſuppreſs Hereſies, and Schiſms, 
and Diſorders in the Church; there were nothing then to le 
expelled, but Anarchy, and Contuſion, and every Evil wor“. 
Alas! we do not live in a Golden Age, that Men ſhould de 
ſappor'd Governable without Laws, or Laws available with- 
out their Sanftions, Rewards, aud Puniſhments. Some Aru 
cannot, others hardly can, be tent within tolrrable Bound, 
notwithſlanding them . And what would theſe be, what won'd 
they do, if there were none > Conſcience is frequently, too to9 
frequently abu'd, and made a Cloak for a manner of Villa- 
mies; at beſt, "tis a prevailing Principle with theſe only who 
have it : many have it not ; and the A giſtrate t Sword of 
Taſtice has more Rhetorick far, than the Terrour of the 
Lord, to perſuade /ach Men: And Theſe nhom Religion cans 
wot allure or engage, the Gibbet can, and often dort Aﬀright 
into Obedience. Many, who would not flick at Aſſaſmncting 
Princes, Deſtroying the Charch, and Moſſacring Man, Wo- 
man, and Child that ſtood in their way, are yet kept in by 
the Execution of wholeſom Laws ; and be mult be a ger 
indeed, of a very lewd Religion too, that ſhall do theſe things, 
when he muſt ran the danger, the immediate danger of bn Life 
for his pains, So then, Jos ſee the Neceffty of Laws for 


Socreties, 
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Societies, and Sanftions for Laws, and may readily gueſs, 
how miſerable This Church and Nation were, if there were 
none ; or indeed, if thoſe that are, ſhould never be Executed. 

Theſe things confider'd, I cannot ſee with what Forehead 
any Man can blame our Governours, either for Making, or 
Executing the Laws : eſpecially they have none at all againſt 
meer Diſleming ; much leſs any that are Sanguinary, as our 
Roman Neighbours have : they have none of any kind, that 
in the leaſt ſavour of Cruelty or Rigour. They never do, 

er the manner of Rome, extort Mens Opinions from them 

Racks and Tortures ; and then let looſe the Laws upon 
them, after a Diſcovery. They are favourable as may be, and 
flow in inflift ing of Puniſhment : of which This i a fair Argu- 
ment, That the loud, reiterated Clamours, and Out-cries of 
the Fallion, are not prniſFd at all. Theſe would not, cer- 
tainly they would net be wore favourably dealt with in any 
EſtabliſÞ'd Church of Chriſtendom ; neither could we (as / 
faid before) cell more, or ſo mach Favour from them, if 
they were (4s Jome of them bave been, and have a7 ain 4 * 
drudour d, very lately endeavour d to be) in the Seat of our 
Governours. 

Surely then it would much better become them, and 7 
would att more lite good Subjelts, and good Chriftians, and 
Men of Reaſon, if they would conſider of —_ before they 
preſame to complain of rheir Governours, over-liberally 
promiſe themſelves 4 Reward for I know not what Services, 
to I know not whom, I am ſure, for none to Chriſt, and his 
Religion, when they Suffer ( as generally they do) for their 
Diſſervice a Diſobedience ts I bir Authority which Chriſt 
bas given to the Higher Powers, and whereto le has very 
plainly commanded all of us to be Subjett. I fay, It were 
Wiſdom in them, and it is their Duty, to conſider, — to 
confider Theſe things, before they preſume to ſpeak evil of 
their Rulers, and charge them with Rigour, Tyranny, and 
what nat > If they did This, u they ought, they would find, 

that 
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that there are (as I ſhew in the Diſcourſe) certain fic a« 
tions and Conditions requifite to True a —— 
and that without Theſe no Man can juſtly pretend to It : and 
if any ſhould << e the Title, they would certainly miſt 
of the Crown of the Martyr. 

But enough of This ; I wiſh Jes di not think it more than 
enough : howſorver it be, J am fate of Tour Candor and 
Goodneſs, and depend upon Theſe, Tour Patronage, and Fa- 
vourable Acceptance I do now ſtand in need of, and do greatly 
value, and do lere beg. I muſt confeſs, I cannot /: forry 
for what I have dont ; indeed I malt have offer d wielence to 
my Nature, and could not bave cafily excua d my ſelf, bad 1 
not (now that ſo fair an Opportunity preſents it elf) wi'd my 
Eadeavours, my Honeſt, the Mean, Endeauiurs, to convince 
Men of their Errours, and let them ſee the Trjuftice of their 
Clamours againſt the Eafteſt and Beſt of Governments, And 
why may not the Honeſty of my Deſign bear me out, as well 
as the bare Pretence of it does others * I muſt needs ſay, 1 
fee no Reaſon for it. 

But indeed, the Deſign is not only Honeſt ; it is Great, 
and Noble. Loud is the Noiſe, and Many are the Complaints 
of Perſecution; and, / fear, of dangerous conſequence they 
are, ining of the Government, bring a kind of Libel- 
ling and it :) So that to remove Theſe, u to Eaſe 
the Government ; to do r it, is a projere 
tionably Good and Laudable Office ; and even for lum who 
endeavours it only, his Defign is as Good and Great, though 
bis Succeſs be not. 

That the ſeveral Perſons by whom Theſe Offences come, 
may become daily more and more ſatisfied 7 the Guilt, and 
the Unwarrantableneſs of them; and that Tou may long con» 


tinue among us for This, and other Excellent Purpoſes : That 
we may long ſee (as now we do) the Flappy Effetis of Tour 
Diligence and Faithſulneſs in Tour Adminiſtration of Juſtice ; 
of Tour Care and Prudence in a very Regular __ 


— 
hy” $4 
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Tour Excellent Example ( joywd to the vigorous Endeavours 


of the Worthy Paſtor) in 2 very Conformable Pariſh: Aud 
that Heaven would Bleſs Tow, and Tours, with all Health 


and Fappineſs, Spiritaal and Temporal, is the hearty Prayer 


(Honour'd Sir) 


Tour moſt Obliged, 


and moſt Obedient Servant, 


John Howell. 


DISCOURSE 
PERSECUTION, 


Suffering for Chriſt's Sake. 


Hatſec ver things are true, whatſoever 
things are honeſt, whatſorver things are 
juſt, and of good report ; if they pro- 
miſe any thing of Satifattion , of 
Complacency, and Delight ; they are 
readily obſerv'd ; they are chearfully obey'd upon the 
leaſt Intimation, or teſt Injunftion : Men hardly 
need the Exhortation of a Saviour, or an Apoſtle, to 
think of theſe things. But where there is any thing that 
ſuits not with their /#teref#, or their Natures ; where 
there is any thing claſhes with their Temporal Deſigns, 
or the Gratification of their Carnal Appetices here 
B they 


(2) 


they are apt to cry, with the Diſciples in the Goſpel, 
Thu us a Hard Saying ; who can hear it ? or, with Naa- 
man the Syrian, In Thu thing the Lord pardon thy Ser- 


vant. 

The truth is; He that, in ſtead of Reaſon, conſults 
only Fieſh and Blood, cannot very eaſily yield to the 
Hurting of the one, or the Exbauſting of the other. To 
deſire the Tortares of the Rack, or the Scorchings of the 
Flames, looks like a gow cet of Gallantry, an 
Extravagancy allowable only in Romance, or Phrenzy : 
I mean, to the meer Carnaliſt, to one that ſees not be- 

ond the Grave. But whoſo looks within himſelf, and 

an eye to the Recompenſe of Reward, and perceives 
the Influence, the Aids, and Comforts of the Holy Spi- 
rit, and expects more; can (it he would pleaſe) deſie 
his Executioner, and dare him into a ſeverer Treat» 
ment; 

And indeed, if we conſider things as we ought, we 
ſhall find, that Z/appineſs and Miſery are not to be mea- 
ſured by the Enjoyment; or Sufferings of this Life ; that 
a Man may in wiſdom prefer a Gibbet to a Crown, and 
be 1 the Severities even of an Inquiſition. 

*.— _ and . — uncouth and irkſom ; 
t they grate upon the Fleſh, and grieve the Spi- 
rit 1 Nature her ſelf recommends hom to us, - 
only as Expedient, but, as extremely Deſirable ; as thoſe 
that will work for us a far Greater, a more Certain, and 
more Durable Good : for Such they will always prove 
(we may depend upon it) when our God, who defires 
our Happineſs, and is able to procure it, appoints them 
for us. We readily aſſent to our Phyſicians Preſcripti- 
ons, take Potions tho never ſo Pnpleaſant, ſuſſer our 
Members to be Cen d, Canteriz'd, or otherwiſe Tortur d; 


and 
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and all in expectation, or, it may be, but Deluding 
Hopes of an 7ncertain Recovery. 

And yet this is no more than what is reaſonable ; no 
more than what Nature ibes, when ſhe teaches us 
the Doctrine of Se/f-preſervation, when ſhe enclines us 
to the love of our ſelves, and to the purſuit of our 
Chieſeſt Good. 

How much more reaſonable therefore is it, how much 
more a Dictate of Nature, that we ſhould bear a Light 
Affiiftion, which is but for a Moment, in order to a Great 
and Sure Reward; in order to an Eternity of Happineſs, 
the Certain Recompence of Sufferi here for Chriſt; as [ 
ſhall have occaſion to ſhew, I have done with 
you? Ar preſent it may ſuffice to obſerve, That the 
Apoſtle looks upon it as an Inſtance of the Divine Fa- 
vour ; Which he could not well do, if there were not a 
future Reward annex d to it: Date you it is given (ſays 
he) in the behalf of Chriſt, not only to Believe on him, 
but allo to Suffer for his ſake, Phil. 1. 29. 

I ſhall bring what I have to ſay into this Order. 

1. I ſhall inquire, When a Man may be faid to ſuffer 
for Chriſt's ſake ? 

2. I ſhall ſhew, That thoſe among us who renounce 
our Communion, and /affer tor it, do very unjuſtly pre- 
tend to Suffering for Chriſt. 

3. I ſhall ſhew, That all thoſe Chriſtians who ſafer 
rather than they will conform to the Church of Rome, 
do truly and really ſuffer for Chriſt Provided always, 
that they do not allow themſelves in any known Sins; 
but that they equally, heartily forfake them all. 

4 I ſhall conſider the Excellency and Uſefulneſs of 
true and real Suffering for Chriſt. 

5. And laſtly, I _— Motives to a _—_ 

2 a 
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and chearful Suffering, at what time ſoever it ſhall pleaſe 
God to call us thereto. 

1. Then, I am to inquire, When a Man may be ſaid 
to ſuffer for Chriſts ſake : 

And that will be found to be then, and only then, 
when theſe three Circumſtances concur. 

1, When his Cauſe is good. 
2. When he has a 
3- When he has heartily forſaken all his Sins. 

1. That a Man may be ſaid to Safer for Clrift's ſake, 
*tis requir'd that his Cauſe be good. As no Man ouglit 
to Die, or think any Seffering acceptable, but when tis 
for a Truth; ſo all kinds of Truth cannot place him that 
Saffers for them in the number of the Perſecared, or 
indeed juſtific or excuſe him that Dies tor them. 
There arc many Truths which don't at all concern 
God, or Religion; and he is accctlary to his own Leath, 
who freely others lus Life a Sacrifice tor them. To be of 

inion that the Earth is Round, and to Die for that 
Opinion, rather than ſmother it, tho he be in the righit 
that aſſerts it, yet is it ſo far from being a Vertue, that 
tis uttcrly incxcuſable: And for lum who loft his Bi- 
ſhoprick upon ſuch an account, I cannot tell which to 
accuſe * him of Obſtinacy and Folly, or his Adver- 
_ of Tyranny, Ignorance, and incorrigible Stupi- 

ity. 

And as thoſe Truths which concern not Religion, can- 
not juſtific any Suffering: ſo neither do I hold him un- 
blamable, that thould lay down his Lite tor ſome Trifle, 
ſome ſmall Pantillo in Religion. We reckon not all 
that Die in the Ficld, good Soldiers; and we have as 
little reaſon to conclude all that Die in Matters of Reli- 
gion, Martyrs, We owe more RelpeR to the Command. 
ment 
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ment of God, and to the Law of Nature of S:!f.preſer-- 
ration within us, than that we thould Oefen our 
ſelves (for ſo I muſt ſtyle it) upon a Ceremony, or Iadife 
ferent Point. He muſt be of a very untractable temper, 
who cannot yield to ſuch perry Obſervances, and wink 
at thoſe Matrers, wherein there is nothing of Impiety, 
or Immorality ; nothing but what he himtelf adjudges 
Indifferent. 

But whoſo Seffers on a Fundamental Point of Religi- 
on, for an Article of Faith, or Matter ol Prattiſe, and 
ſo tor the diſcharge of a ſure and good Conſcience ; he it 
is that is Perſecated for Righteouſneſs, for Chriſt's ſake. 
Whatſoever a Mans Safferings are, whether they be by 
the Croſs or by the Flames, by Scourgings or by Impri- 
ſouments, by & landerings or by Revilmgs, or but the 
Indiguity whatſoever ; it this be the Cauſe, our Saviour 
pronounces him Bleſſed, and he ſhall be Bleſſed : Blefſed 
are ye, ſays he, when men ſhall Revile you, and Perſe- 
cute you, meaning for Righteouſneſs ſake, which he ex- 
preſſed before. So that not onely he that Dies, but he 
that is Revi d allo, he that is any way Perſecuted for 
Righteouſneſs ſake, is ſo far forth a Sufferer for Chriſt, a 
Martyr ot his. 

But then, on the other ſide, he that S»ffers upon any 
any other account, when it. lies in his power to avoid 
it, what Reward or Applauſes ſoever he may receive 
from his own Party, or Admirers; he muſt not expect 
any Reward or Approbation of God; for he obeys no 
Command no Injunction of his; and has not the leaſt Tit- 
tle in his Word to encourage him thereto. 

2. That a Man may be faid to Suffer for Christ's ſake, 
tis rcquir'd that he have a Call, To Seger for Chriſt, 
whea a Man is put to the ſevere Dilemma vt his Ene- 

mics, 
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mies, either of Denying Him, or Suffering for Him, is 
Laudable, Glorious, and Honourable ; but where This 
may be cautiouſly avoided, where Death may be eſcap'd 
with the ſecurity of Religion an Reputation; here Na- 
ture, Prudence, and Chriſtianity teach us Preſervation 
of Sell. Without God's Command we cannot Suffer Mar- 
tyrdom : Die we may, but not Martyrs ; Suffer we my. 
but not for Chrift's ſake: for to Suffer for Chriſt's ſate, 
is to Suffer when he requires the that is to ys 
when Providence has put us under an unavoidable Ne- 
ceſity either of Suffering, or Tranſgreſſing any Command 
ot His : for where there is ſuch a fatal Neceſſity, there is 
His Call, His Appointment, His Command to Suffer ; and 
it is 7his that makes the Martyr : But and if we chuſe 
Sufferings in any other Caſe, we do it for our own ſakes, 
rather His; for the gratification of a Humour, it 
may be; not the ing Him, 

'Tis our Fault ore, and not our Duty, to draw 
down Evils upon our ſelves; and Theſe can onely en- 
title us to greater. When we run to the State without 
a Call, we may thank our ſelves for the Puniſhment of 
our Folly. Chriſt will fay, Who hath regard This at 
your hands What Commiſſion , what Warrant have 
you from me 2 Youare your own Execationers, will he 
ſay ; you are your own Martherers ; and who muſt 
bear the Blame, the Puniſhment, but your ſelves ? 'Tis 
no part of our Religion (what the Romaniſts reckon of 
theirs) to puniſh our own Iniquity with the Rod, and 
our Sin with Scourges : We bave not ſo learn'd Chrift. 
No, 'tis a Call, tis a Command that muſt hallow our 
Sufferings : without This, we are our own Martyrs, not 
Chriſt's; and for any thing we can learn from his Word, 


thoſe Flames we run into may be but the Paſſage into 
fell Fire. I am 


(7) 

lam not ignorant, how that ſome Primitive Chri- 
ſtians have out of great zeal invited their Executioner, 
nay, forc'd him, as it were, to do his Office : but this 
was out of a Zeal not according to Knowledge ; and 
tho Infinite Goodneſs may have pardon'd them, their 
Miſtake being unaffected, their Deſign noble, and their 
Love pork ns NS 
abundantly gracious, — accepted t en, 
yet we haye no reaſon to conclude them Martyrs. 

3- That a Man may be ſaid to Suffer for Chrift's ſake, 
tis requir d that he have heartily forſaken all his Sins. 

Tis poſſible ſome Men, out of a blind miſtaken Zeal, 
would readily Die for God, and Religion, yet very difh- 
cultly quit a La for them. There may be Thoſe, who 
can be content to % their Lives for their Faith; but 
not to with a darling Si» : whether it is, that the 
think their imaginary Martyrdom will at tone for all, for all 
tl.cir dearly-beloved Yices ; or, that theſe Boſom- friends 
cannot hurt them, as being very conſiſtent with God's 
Grace and Favour : or whether it be, that they are poſ- 
ſ:G'd with a ſullen Moroſfenefs, an Enthuſiaſtical Tem- 
per, an over-haſty Deſire of Glory, or, perhaps, of an 
unhappy Mixture of Theſe. 

Now, as to the Caſe of any ſuch Perſon, (if indeed 
there be any ſuch, as I am apt to believe there have 
been, and therefore may be again) this I do aſſirm; 
That whoever he be, he is not a Swfferer for Chriſt; be- 
cauſe he harbours a profeſt Enemy of His. I fay, ſhould 
any Man Die, and very ſtrongly fancy, that he Dies for 
Chriſt ; yet if he ſhould retain any one Lal, one Sin, 
till he Die, (how favourable an Opinion ſoever others 
may have of him, or he of himſelf) I cannot allow 
him the Crown, nor indeed the Name of a Martyr ; no, 


nor 
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nor the plain, but honeſt, Character of a good Chriſtian, 
And I give this Reaſon for it; To retain any one Sin, 
is to retain a profeſt Enemy ot Chriſt ; which it is not 
the part of a true Martyr, or of a good Chriſtian todo. 
Indeed, for the ſame Man to Die in Sin, and to Sin; or, 
(if you pleaſe) to Cruciſe Chriſt, (as every one does 
who wiltully ſins againſt Him) and yet at the ſame time 
to be Cracified for him, is as far from being poſlible, as it 
is to ſerve Chriſt, and Belial ; God, and Mammon. In 
truth, it amazes me to conſider, how any Man ſhould 
fancy, that he Dies to avoid Sin, and yet at that very 
time entertain and cheriſh Si in his Boſom For is it to 
be imagin'd, that he ſhould Die rather than offend God in 
one Point, when he actually offends him in another 2 
Ist to be imagin'd, that he ſhould Die for the Love of 
Chriſt, when he does not ſhew any Love (where he 
chiefly ought) in keeping His Commandments 2 Or, 
in other Words, that he ſhould Love the Lord his God 
with all his Heart, when he ſuftcrs Six to lodge there 
too? Bclieve me, vain Man, whoſoever thou art, if 
This be thy Caſe, thou art under a Deluſion : For, alas“ 
one little puny ce will be enough to keep thee from 
a Crown ; and (which is worſe) will be enough to weigh 
thee down to Hell. For there is nothing can alter the 
Nature of Sin : no Sffer ings, but thoſe of our Saviour, 
can waſh away the Guilt of ir; and nothing but an un- 
feign'd Repentance, can make even Theſe available to 
thee; if thou look picaſantly on any one Sin, if thou 
give it thine Heart, and wilt never ſnake Hands with ir, 
thy Swferinzs will not, Salvation it felt cannot, fave 
thee. 

Thus I have given (as I humł ly conceive) the true 
Notion and Requilites ot Suffering for Chriſt. 

And 
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And this prepares the way for the ſecond thing pro- 
pos'd, which was, 

2. To ſhew, That thoſe among us, who renounce our 
Communion, and Suffer for it, do very unjuſtly pretend 
to Suffering tor Chriſt, 

And this we ſhall cafily do from the Principles now 
laid down : For if no Man may be faid to Suffer for 
Chrift, but he whoſe Cauſe is good, who has a Call, and 
has ily Forſaken all his Sint; it is viſible to the 
weakeſt Eye, that the Perſons I am ſpeaking of, do very 
vainly pretend to it, neither of theſe being their Caſe - 
For, 

1. Their Cauſe is not good. They do not Suffer for 
any Article of Faith, nor any Matter of Duty; but, on 
the contrary, for pure Diſobedience to the Laws of the 
Land. And now Theſe do not require any thing to be 
Believed, or Done, but what is agreeable with, or not 

contrary to the Laws of God : and we are in all fuch 
Caſes to be ſubjeft to the Higher Powers ; we are to ſub- 
mit to every ſuch Ordinance of Man for the Lord's ſake : 
So that to diſobey the Laws of the Land, (thoſe, I mean, 
which are not ly Penal) is in very deed to diſobey 
the Laws of God-an if their Tranſgreſſion of thoſe Laws 
be not, then neither is their Saffering for it in Obedience 
to the Laws of God : and, if ſo, we are to look to the 
Rule; That cannot be Suffering for Chrift's fake, which 
is not in Obedience to ſome Law of God. 
2. They have no Call. 

_ are not under a Neceſſity of Suffering, or Sinning. 
Themſelves do many of them acknowledge, That there's 

ing ſinful in our Communion; and ſo many of 


them I reckon ſelf-condemned : and for the reſt, it they 


know any thing fo, let them produce it, let them make 
C it 
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t appear: I am ſure they cannot; and would they but 

ruſe thoſe Uſcſul and Excellent Diſcourſes, which are 
— written for their Satisfaction herein, they muſt 
needs ſee, and, if they have any ſpark of Ingenuity, yea, 
or any ſenſe of Religion, (as I hope they have) they 
muſt needs acknowledge too, the unreaſonableneſs of 
fuch a Charge, and chuſe, rather than complain of their 
Sufferings, to repent of the Occaſion, 

3. They have not heartily for/aten all their Sins, 

That Schiſm is a Sin, à great one, is allow'd on all 
hands ; and that thoſe who drvide and ſeparate from us, 
arcengagd in a Schiſm, is not to be deny d. For Schiſm, 
in plain Engliſh, is nothing elſe but Divifton, or Separa- 
tion; and, in Scripture-language, is the Uivi/ten of, or 
Separation from, the Holy Catholick Church: And to 
ſuppoſe that they do not ſeparate from the Catholick 
Church, who ſeparate from Ours, which is a ſound, a 
pure, and — — of it, is as abſurd, as it is to 
imagine, that the H ay be divided, cut off from the 
Arm, and yet continue ſtill a Member of the Body. 

So then, it is very clear, that all thoſe who make a 
Separation from Our Church, (foraſmuch as it muſt be a 
cauſeleſs Separation) will be found guilty of a very 
deadly Sin, of a Sin that certainly unchurches them, de- 
ſtroys their — 6 all their Relation to Chriſt's 
Body, the Church : inſomuch, that they are very great - 
ly miſtaken, who think they may ſaſfer for Him in 
theſe Circumſtances. 

Indeed, it is impoſſible, in the Judgment of the Fa- 
thers ; and ſo it is in the Nature of the Thing, for a Man 
who is out of the Church, to /affer in the true Goſpel- 
notion of the Word; for Saffering in the Goſpel ſenſe, 
preſuppoſes Life in the Goſpel-ſcnle : That b 1 

cad, 
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dead, being void of Sexſe, it feels no Pain, apprehends 
no Evil: And now the Man that is out of the Church, 
is perſectly dead in the Goſpel-reckoning ; for he is no 
Member of Chriſt's Body, and theretore has no Life, no 
Vital Senſe or Influences trom Him: it being with this 
Myſtical Body, as it is with the Natural; its Vertue, and 
Influence, and Vital Powers are confia'd to its own Mem- 
bers : and whatſoever is out of the Sphere of its Acti- 
vity, is dead, and ſenſeleſs with reſpect to It. 

So then, the Schiſmatick (who is never the leſs out of 
the Church for his thruſting himſelf out of it) can ne- 
ver ſafer, as Chriſt and the Goſpel account Suffering ; 
becauſe there is no Suffering without Lite ; no Goſpel- 
faffering without Goſpel life; and no Goſpel-lite but from 
Chriſt, who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life : and 
there is nothing of that deriv'd from Chriſt, but what 
is communicated to His Members. 

I ſhall not diſpute the poſſibility of the Salvation of 
thoſe who die in a Schiſm ; but this I will fay, now that 
I am ſlidden into this Argument, (and out of pure Chari- 
ty and Compaſſion, out of a tender to their poor 
Souls, I fay it) They are out of ordinary way 
to Salvation, Whether, or how far they are ſome of 
them excuſable ; (for I am apt to believe, and forward 
to allow, that ſome of them are well-meaning, and 
groſly igncrant:) I ſay, Whether, or how far the Igno- 
rance, and ſincere Endeavours of theſe will excuſe them, 
I leave (as I ought) to the ſuperabundant — and 
Goodneſs of the great Judge of us all; and would only 
adviſe them ſeriouſly and frequently to caſt with them- 
ſelves, and put it home to their own Conſciences, whe 
ther they do ſcet Peace, and enſue it, in good cargeſt ? 

whether they do endeavour, tothe utmoſt of their power, 
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to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace ? he- 
ther they do, whereto they have already attain'd, walk by 
the ſame rule, and mind the ſame thing ; conforming to 
our Church, and communicating with it, as far as their 
Conſciences give them leave ? It they did this, (as they 
cannot deny but they ought to do) we might then hope 
for a general, a thorow Union, and Contormity ; we 
might then expect their Complaints would ceaſe with 
their Sufferings, the Occaſion of them: for certainly, 
they that will go as far as they may, in compliance with 
the Orders and Offices of our Church, can never fit down 
under a thorow Contormity : there being nothing re- 
quir'd, or expected in our Communion, but what is ve- 
ry decent, inoffenſive, and orderly ; nothing, but what 
may be to the edifying, and ſatis ſaction ot any Man, 
that has but his Thoughts and Reaſon about him. 
I proceed, 

3. To ſhew, That all thoſe Chriſtians who ſafer, ra- 
ther than they will conform to the Church of Rome, do 
truly and really ſaffer for Chriſt : Provided always, that 
they do not allow theraſelves in m—_— n Sm; but 
that they equally, heartily ſorſake t all. 

For the clearing of this Point likewiſe, I need not ſay 
much. An caſie Reflexion on the Principles foregoing, 
together with ſome few Doctrines and Practices of the 
Church of Rome, will abundantly ſuffice. 

Be it theretore conſider d. That where the Laws of 
any Church, or Society of Men, do claſh and interfere 
with the Laws of God, the Apoſtolical Rule ought to 
be ours; we are to obey God, rather than Man, The Rea- 
ſon is plain The Commands of God are directly, con 
ſtantly, and univerſally binding; whereas the Laws and 
Injunctions of Men do no farther oblige, than as they 

agree 
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agree and ſquare with Theſe. It they do, and as far as 
they do, run counter to the Laws of God, the Matter 
of them is fefa; and they are, for that Reaſon, null 
and void : Neither is it in the power of any Humane 
com. or Diſpenſation, to make them obligatory or law- 


And now this is the Caſe of thoſe Chriſtians, who 
ſuffer rather than they will conform to the Church of 
Rome. That Church requires ſeveral things to be be- 
liev'd, that ought not to be believ'd, as being falſe and 
erroneous ; repugnant to the Doctrines of Chriſtianity, 
and the Light ot Reaſon: It requires ſeveral things to 
be perform'd , that cannot be perform d without Sin, 
without a Tranſgreſſion of a Divine Law : infomuch 
that if She ſhould be obey'd, God would be diſobey d; 
— Obedience to both, being abſolutely im- 
poſſible. 

Let all things be done to edifying, ſays the Holy Spi- 
rit by the Apoſtle ; nicalerly forbidding all Prayers, 
and other Publick Offices, in an unknown Tongue. Ay, 
but (ſays the Church of Rome) you mult pray in Latin, 
whether it be edifying,or no; whether it be a Known, 
or Unknown Te 

Our Saviour ſaid, Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, 
and bim Only ſhalt thou ſerve, As tor the — ol 
Angels in particular, an forbad it: See 7 it 
not, was the Charge of one of them to St. Jabs in the Re- 
wvelation. And as for Saints deceas'd, they do not (if we 
will believe the Scripture), (and it is a part of their 
Happineſs, that they do not) underſtand the Affairs of 
the World. Thus Solomon tells us, The Dead know notbi 
at all; and Abrabam is ſaid to be Ignorant of ws : 
now thoſe that are Ignorant of us, and know Nothing 
relating 
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relating to us, muſt be very 
Prayers. But ſo it N 
ſhip Angels ; he mult pray to Gods that — 


— — yea, and to ſuch Imagi- 


Men, as in all probubilic had never any up- 
ben to the verifying ot that of the Apoſtle in the 
moſt Literal ſenſe, A» [del is Nothing in the world. 


Ah Scriprure tells us, (and it is a conſiderable part of 
our Chriſtian Fin Faich) That Jeſus Chriſt aſcended into 
— and ſuteth at the Right - hand of God the Fa- 
ighty ; and that (having continued there till 
= = 6t the World) — — he ſhall come to 
judge the Quick and the Dead: And our Reaſon tells 
us, that a Body cannot be in two ſeveral Places at the 
ſame time; inſomuch that the Angel's Inference was 
and i le, He n mot here, for be ts riſen. 
And yet, in contradiction to the Holy Scripture, in con- 
tradition to all Senſe and Reaſon, the Church of Rome 
doth believe, and doth exact this Belief of all her Mem- 
bers, that he is Bodily preſent upon Earth, where, and 
whenever the Prieſt ſhall pleaſe to command him down; 
that is to ſay, as often as he ſhall think fit to offer the 
Sacrifice of the Maſs ; for Chriſt himſclt is that Sacri- 
(if you'll believe them) and you muſt cat Him, 
F and Bones, and all; and believe that you do fo, 
at leaſt declare that you believe it, if you would paſs 
for a true Roman, if you would do as they do. — 
ſhould you declare your firm Aſſent to This, That y 
eat the real Body of the Son of God, and at the — 
time believe nothing leſ ; why 2 you'd ſin bey ond all 
the Pardons and lndulgences of Rome ; and = 
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a ſincere Repen tance could ſer you right: Indeed you 
would make a Declaration againit your own Judgment, 
and be evidently ſelf condemm d. 

And now chis is the Caſe of thoſe /uffering Chriſtians 
we ſpeak of. They know, and are aſlur d, that Prayer in 
an Unknown Tongue is r. and ufa, for did. 
den by the Apoſtle, and atlis'd by the Primitive 
Church. They are fully fatisfied of the finfulneſs of 
Saint-worſhip, and Angel-worſhip, with the reſt of the 
Idelatrous Practices of the Romiſh Church. They do 
ſtedtaſtly believe, that their Saviour is in Heaven, there 


man 
forbear © enben-ap, board] nad nee) Ip, That 
are ſome of the Reaſons which prevail with them to 
ſtand out againſt all che Temprations and Terrours of 
Rome They cannot comply with That Church, be- 
cauſe their Compliance would be ſinful ; and they there- 
fore /ffer, becauſe they cannot comply. They embrace 
ing. not out of choice, not for the love of its ſelf; 
but out of a Principle of Obedience, out ol 
ence to plain, particular Commands of God : So their 
Canſe is Good ; would certainly fn, if they di 
ſaffer : And That is their Call. 
I am now to conſider the Excellency and 
neſs of True and real Suffering for Chriſt. And this 


will appear, 


1. In 
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ions and Sufferings for Chriſt's fake 
weaning and c Religion, that 
ö ove it 


d. that Perſecations may, and ſome- 
far, as to debar thoſe that labour 
them of Publick Prayer, of the Publick and So- 
miniſtration of the Word and Sacraments, and 
outward — of Religion: * _ are 
to ſigniſie and 
declare to the World our Faich nnd dae which 
two are the onely S«bſtantials of Religion. But now 
no Tyranny, no Rage of Perſecators, can force us to 
quit Theſe. To Beleve, and to Obey, it is the Gift of 
God, and, thro his Grace, lies in our own power , fo 
that Religion may be maintain d amidſt the worſt, and 
moſt bloody Perſccations, abound and flouriſh under a 
Nero, or Diocletian. 
Tis true indeed, a Publick, Solemn Profeſſion of Fairh, 
and the ſeveral outward Adds of Religion, are very 
ighly convenient, yea, and neceſſary too, when Men 
are at liberty for the one and the other: But where this 
Liberty is perſectly denicd, their Necellity is ceas'd, and 
a Diſpenſation follows of courſe ; God accepts here (we 
need not doubt it) the Will for the Deed. He knows 
when, and how far we belizve : He knows the Meaſures 
of our Obedience, and from what Principle it flows ; and 
where he finds us ſound at the Heart, he caſily diſpenſes 
with the reſt, He is infinitely Wiſe, and ſees what we 
would do: He is infinitely Juſt, and requires not Im- 
poſſibilities, 
Thus may our Religion live and ſtand out, maugre all 
the Enemy's Batteries againſt it, maugre all the Powers 
and Stratagems of Hell call d out for its Deſtruction. 


(17) 


And indeed, if That muſt have ſuſſered ing as its 
Profeſſors did, 1 bene — to rob us 
of it; nay, what thro the Malice and the Wiles of the De- 


vil, and what thro the Power and Wickedaefs of Men, it 
had been loſt, undoubtedly loſt, ſtifled in its Infancy, and we 
had fcarce heard of the very Name of a Chriſtian. 

But (thanks be to God) the Caſe is quite otherwiſe : For 
Chriſtianity flouriſh'd moſt under its heavieſt Preſſures. 
The Suffer ings of forme made others in love with ſuch a S- 
fering Religion; and for one Martyr, there were gain'd ſeve- 
ral Converts to Chriſtianity: for there was a kind of Se- 
minal —_— inthe Martyrs Blood, and out of their Graves 
gs — tans. 

truly, | cannot ſee why Religion may not thrive in 
the moſt Troubleſom Times. A ſound Belief, and a ſuitable 
Practice, Piety and an entire Reſignation of Mind, Meek- 
neſs and Sobriety, Juſtice and Charity, with the reſt of the 
Principal Duties of Religion, may be as religiouſly exer- 
cis'd, and therefore as well accepted, in Evil, as in Proſpe- 
rous Tunes. 

Nay, ſome eminent Vertues there are which muſt be re- 
ſerv'd for Foul weather, for a day of Adverfity; for indeed 
= can't be exerted at any other = —— To 

Patient, preſuppoſes Suſfrringi, under which we may be 
ſo, How — we take up the Cre, unleſs there be one 2 
How can we forgive /»jaries, unleſs they have been offer'd 
us How cia we do Good to our Ezemies, if we have none 2 
There muſt be ſome that Depiteſally uſe us, and Perſecute 
us, or how can we Pray for them that do ſo? So that Per- 

ſecution does Promote the Exerciſe, and conſequently 
Heighten the Glory of Chriſtianity, and does rather prune 
than root out its Profeſſors : which is agrecable to that of 
the Apoſtle to the Phiippians, c. 1, v. 13, 13, 14. But / 
would you ſhould underſtand, brethren, that the Things which 


hapned unto me, bave fallen out rather unto the furtherauce of 
ths 
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the Goſpel ; ſo that my Bond in Chriſt — in the Fa. 
lace, 2 — and many of the brethren in the 
Lord waxing confident by my Bonds, are mach more bold to 
ſpeak the Word without fear. 

Then what if we ſhould ſuppoſe our Church to be in 
danger of Popery? We may not, we muſt not endeavour 
to preſerve it by any T means, and with the loi of 
our Innocence. No ; Religion needs not our help, or our 
defence: at leaſt, it ires not any Jrregalar courſe to 
ſupport it. It the pleale, he can and will defend it, 
againſt all che tions, all the Machinations of its Ad- 
verſaries : If, on the other ſide, it be his pleafure to let it 
fall, (as indeed our Provocations, many and great, give us 
reaſon to fear it is) fall it muſt, notwithſtanding all the 
njuſtiftable Proceedings and Endeavours of Men. Excepe 
the Lord keep the City, the Watchman waketh but in wain : 
And do we think, that the ready way to engage him to 
keep it, is to offend him + or that he will take care of us, 
and our Religion, when we neither care for him, nor his 
Laws? Or, do we entertain a Fancy altogether as idle, 
That he muſt aſſiſt us, whether he will or no; that he is 
under a fatal neceſlity of giving us his encouraging, his 
helping Hand No, certainly : As he is in no wiſe torc'd 
to aſſiſt us, ſo our Preſamption, and our other Sins, are in 
no wiſe likely to invite him to it ; He ſces nothing in our 
Irreligious Practices fo pleaſing, as to oblige tum to look 
upon us: He ſees nothing fo inviting as our Keftzzation and 
our Obedience. It we Refrgn up our ſelves wholly to him, 
and Obey him in all his Commands, he can, and he will pro- 
tect us; for he that putterh his cruſt in the Lord, ſhall u ant 
no manner of thing that is good. The holy Lives, and the 
efleQual fervent Prayers of the Righteous avail much but 
and if thoſe few who mourn in Ses ſhould not, will our 
Sms be able to preſerve us ? If Obedience cannot, will Trea- 
fon and Rebellion ſecute us? Good God / that ever any 

who 
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who pretend to Reaſon, yea, and Conſcience too, ſhould go 
about to ſecure Religion by the Violation of it / that ever 
any ſhould fancy they may be ſafe in their Sins, yea, and 
made fo by them / Certainly there is ſomewhat of Witch 
craft in Rebellion, and more than a bare Reſemblance be- 
rwixt them; or Men could never take up ſuch Deviliſh Re- 
ſolutions, againſt all Law, Reaſon, and Religion; and that 
too with a private ſel-flattery, with the leave and with 
the applauſe of Conſcience. 

Then let us not bow to the fly Tofinuations, to the in- 
chanting Deluſions of the Deceiver. If the Lord be 
God, follow him, and depend upon him. This is Wiſdom's 
Advice, Commit thy Works unte the Lord, (ſays ſhe) and thy 
thoughts (ball be eftabliſ®'d ; that is, thou ſhale ſee the Ac- 
compliſhment of all thy Laudable, of all thy Innocent De- 
ſigns and Deſires. 

Then why ſhould we place our Hopes in our Armies, 
and an uncertain Multitude, for the Security of our Church; 
when we may, and to look up unto him who is the 
Author and Ger of all good things It is better to truſt in 
the Lord, than ts put any Confidence in Man : It is better to 
Traft in the Lord, than to put any Confidence in Princes, If 
the Lord be on our fide, we need not fear what Man doth 
unto wi. The all Nations compaſs d us round about, yet in the 
Name of the Lord we ſhould deftroy them. He can turn the 
Heart of the moſt Perſecating Governour, or he can hold 
his Hand, that he ſhall not hurt us. Bleſſed be God, we 
have no reaſoa to expect or fear any thing like Perſecuti- 
but, on the contrary, as we do at preſent enjoy all the 
Bleſſings of an cafe Government, and a moſt Graciow 
Prince ; ſo we have abundant reaſon to hope for, and to 
expect the continuance of them For Mercy and Smooth- 
eſs ſit triumphant on the Royal Brows; there is ſome- 
thing of the Divine Philanthropy runs in the Blood, and is 
adopted into the Royal Line: and it is a ſymptom of an 
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evil Mind, to ſuſpect any danger of crueity or ſeverity there, 
where theſc 2 Reign 
Let us, however, put the Cate, for Argument ſake, in the 
very worſt — — That a Popith and 7yranuical 
Prince ſhould * . over us. We muſt not oppoſe, and Age a- 
gainſt him; for ſo we ſhould fight againſt God: For, u hat- 
ever his Opinions, whatever his Practices be, he is His 
Vicegerent,he is appointed and ſubſtituted by Him. 'Tis not 
for us thento cry, with the Sons of Belial in the Parable##e 
will wot have This man to reign over w: "Tis not for us to 
uſe any 7awarrantable Means to ſhut him out. No; This 
were to diſtraſt Providence, and to feb? againſt it, This were 
to do Evil, that Good might come of it; and we know the 
Reſolve of all ſober judicious Caſuiſts in the Point, That we 
ſhould not commit one ſingle Sin, tho 'twere to fave the 
whole World from Deſtruct ion. 
Now therefore, if ro Diſtruſt Providence, and to Fight 
inſt it, be (as we may reaſonably conclude it is) a tor- 
feiting all our Title to the Divine Proteition ; —— 
what groands of Hope can we have, or propoſe to our 


ſelves, y any Illegal, any Unchriſtian Proceedings? What ? 


can we hope to conquer the — with our Armics / 
or terrific Him into a compliance with our Wiſhes 2 Are 
we ſtronger than he? David faid, My truft bath been in the 
Lord, therefore ſhall I met fall : So that, by the Rule of 
Contrarics, we may conclude, That if our Truſt be not in 
the Lord, we ſhall fall an unpiticd Sacrifice to our own 
Folly, and to an Oſſended And indeed God himſelf 
has declar'd as much; Wo to the rebellious children, ( ſaith 
the Lord) that take counſel, but not of me; and that cover 
with a cou2ring, but not of my Spirit, that they may add fin to 
fir, Ila 30. 1. 

Then far be it from us to take ! Courſes for the Secar ity 
of our Religion, ſeeing all /ach muſt of neceſſity be unet- 
ed ual; or, if they were not, yet, that it is more — 

lixe, 
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like, and more Prudent, to engage God in our cauſe, 
an entire Submifion to, a hearty Acquieſcence in his Di 

ions; for ſo ſhould we Secure our Religon, and our 
—— too; and, come what would, we could but S 
fer unto Death ; when our Religion would Advance by our 
Fall; Spring up and Flouriſh by our Martyrdom : So it 
is every whit as Unreaſonable, as it is Impious to go about 
to Secure Religion by the breach of its Laws, to ſecure it from 
Perſecations ; ſeeing it is raiſed, promoted, and c,, by 
them. So g/orions are the effects, ſo t is the Excellen- 
cy, and the Z/cfulneſs of Suffering tor Chriſt : which yet 
will appear „if we conſider, 

2. How that it promotes Peace and Unity amongſt our 
ſelves. 

a That Peace — — are F Amiable, I pre- 
ume needs no proof; eſpecially in a Chriſtian Countrey ; 
theſe being the proper badges of Chriſtianity. 

How very apt Perſecutions are to Cement and Quiet the 
Minds of Men, let it be our preſent conſideration. And we 
ſhall certainly find Them the moſt practicable, ( tis 
well if they be not the only) Expedient now left for the 
bringing back of that T, which hath ſo long withdrawn 
it felt, is ſo greatly talked of, and yet fo little contended 
for in good earneſt by this our Broten, and miſerably Divi. 
ded Nation. 

When he muſt paſs for the beſt Religioniſt, whoſe 
Tongue, or Pen is keeneſt, and traduces his Neighbour moſt 
according to Art. When it is the diverſion of forme, the bu. 
ſinefs of others, the Cuſtom of ay _ firſt to create 
Differnces, and then to maintain them: To ſow Divifiess, 
enflame our Diſagreements, and to flir up Strife all the day 


long. 

"What cure, what remedy more proper for ſuch Fed; 
and Animofities among us, than that which diverts our 
thoughts another way, and employs our Minds in our own 
ooncerns? Now 
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Now This is the eſſect of Sufering for Chriffs ſake, This 
the good Office of our moſt Cruel Perſecators: For while 
Perſecute us from City to City; they give us little 

— — out by the way ; whilſt they 
continually ele r us, we have little ſtomach, or 
occaſion to moleſt, to abuſe one another, or to draw (our 
Pens I mean) unleſs it be for maniteſtos of our innocence, 
and in the defence ot our common cauſe, So that the Fre. 
fares of our Enemies (like thoſe on Arched Buildings) make 
our Dies the firmer, and thoſe Storms without us (as it 
were by an antiperiſtaſis) produce a Ca/m within. 

We find this experimentally true in former times. 
When Heathen Perſecators reign'd, there was a perfect 
Harmony and Agreement among Chriſtians. They laid aſide 
all Picques and Anomiſities between themſelves, and em- 
— their Minds in thoughts. They were in conti- 

expectation of leaving This World, and therefore in con- 
tinual preparation for another. The Clouds that hung over 
their Heads, engag d them, as far as they might, to k at 
home: Or if they haply wandered about; 'twas for their 
own ſafety; not for the Deſtrattion of their Neighbours, 
their Friends, and Countrey-men, and Fellow-Chriſtians; 
not for the Deſtrattion of their moſt bitter Enemies; of 
thoſe very Enemies, who made them wander. 

Hence was it, that Chriſtians then lived like true Fel- 
low-members of Chriſt their Head: And as they own'd 
one Common Religion, ſo they embraced one and the 
ſame Fate; and cheerſully marched together thro the 
Flames, There were then no Separatiſi's, no Diſſenters 
among them; but and if their F/ames (like rhoſe of the 
The ban Brethren) diffuſed, and ſpread ; twas not out of Es- 
mity, or D. ite; but for greater Splendor, for Trius pb. 

Let us in the 34. place conſider the Exceleacy of Sal- 
ferivg for Chriſt in thoſe four noble Virtues which are its 
inſeparable attendants, namely, Fortitude, Patience, Faith, 

and Love. 1. All 
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2 All Suffering for Chriff's ſake is attended with Forts- 


That Chriſtianity obliges us to be Valiant, we learn 
from St. Pau, where he out che complent Accons of a 
Chriſtian: He bids us tate the Helmet of Sabvation, the 
Word of the Spirit, and the Shield of Faith, with other ſuch 
like accoutrements ; wherew:th (ſays he) you ſhall be able to 
quench all the fiery Darts of the Wicked, Paſtardly 

Now what ſignifies an Armour to a Spirit, to 
one that will not, dares not uſe it? 

I ſhall take for granted then, that as we are Chriſtians, 
we ſhould be Valiant. 

And that thoſe who Safer for Chri/f's fake are truly (if 
not only) ſo will appear from the formidable Power and 
Reſolution of the Enemies, they encounter, conquer. And 
they are that terrible Triumvirate, the World, the Fleſh, and 
the Devil, Theſe indeed are the mortal enemies of all 
— t o of all 
Sufferi iſtians : Not that they are againſt S«ffering in 
— . that is their aim ms c—_——_ — 
their Suffering for Chriff's ſake; ſuch as will give them a 
very clear Title to an infinitely greater ſhare of Bliſs. 

Now then let us a little examine the ſtrength of their 
Forces, that we may more eaſily gueſs at the Courage of their 


ours. 

And firſt for the World; and that f to them the 
undoubted reality, and experimental ſenſe of Earthly Feli- 
cities; diſplaying its ſeveral Pomps and Vanities ; and ſet- 
ting them off to the belt advantage. 

Thus it repreſents Honour, as the delight of the Soul, 
and ſpring of endeavour; the ſource of all generous under- 
takings, and the reward of them too: And at the fame 
time inſinuat's that Suffering is an argument of an Ignoble 
Spirit, the ſure forerunner of Diſgrace : Or, if it does paſs 
(as ſometimes it muſt) for Vertuous and Honourable, the 
Honour 
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Honour that attends it is but the ſhadow of Virtue, and leſs 
than a ſhadow the other ſide the grave. 

To Riches it gives the ing Title of a God, the cer- 
tain procurer of all that is ; of all that makes Men 
great, or happy g undervaluing, ridiculing Heaven, and 
s Treaſures, the unſcarchable Riches ot Chriſt ; calli 
it « Vain Creature of fancy or the imaginary iſſue 


=. it proceeds to cry up Pleaſure as moſt friendly to 
Nature, and moſt agreeable to Fleſh and Blood ; the center 
of all Mens wiſhes and deſires, and the reliſher of all con- 
ditions. Then does it cnlarge upon the free uſe of the 
Creatures; averring, that they were made to be enjoy d; 
and that they then only anſwer the deſign of their Being, 
when they ſerve to the Delight and Pleaſure of Man, to 
the thorow Gratification of all his Senſes. 

In comes the Fleſh, and ſeconds it; aſſerting upon its 
own Experience the agreeable ſenſe of Worldly Delights, 
the lakes, the raviſhing variety of wild Mirth, and more 
ſober Epicuriſm ; and remonſtrating the Uneaſineſs of Self 
denial, of Suffering in any way; the rude, and terrible 
aſſaults of Pain and Torture, the unmerciful Pangs of a ſud- 
den and violent Death ; the moſt exquiſite of an un- 
natural haſtned Diſſolution. 

Nor is the Devil all this while idle: He very well un- 
derſtands, to whom the Crown is promiſed ; even to them 
that are Faithfal wnto Death ; and Thelc ate the prime Ob- 
jets of his eavy ; to Theſe he lays the cloſeſt Siege. Hence 
is it that he is always ready to back, and firengthen the 
others reaſons ; and to offer new ones of his own : So that 
we need not wonder if he terms it Folly, Madneſs, Any 
thing, to Deny our ſelves, and to Safer freely any way in 

rence to we know not what ; to an invilible God, and 
to an unaccountable tlung called Conſcience. 

Theſe, or ſuch like, may we imagine, are the Ar. 

guments 
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guments made uſe of, the Spiritual Forces rallied, againſt S 
fering : And tho they be in themſelves very far from — 
ble; yet all circumſtances examin d they will be found very 
dim̃cultly conquerable : Foraſmuch, as beſides that the World 
with its gilded Vanities is preſent and ſenſible; and fo more 
apt to aſſect the Mind; belides that the Devil, ſuch is his 
Power, has a ſecret influence on Mens Souls and Faculties; 
and ſuch is his ſubtilty, is forward to embrace every promi- 
ſing opportunity, and ſute his p—_ to the temper of 
the Perſons ; 12 way of prevailing: I ſay, beſides all this, 
there is the Fleſh, a treacherous Friend, that is to fay, the 
worlt fort of enemies, which the Door to the reſt, and 
makes them flexible, inclinabie to yield: So that upon all, 
or either of theſe accounts we have reaſon to expect, or a ve- 
ry great Courage, or a very little ition. 

And yet if we conſider farther, how that Self preſervation 
is a Law, a Principle Implanted in them; and that there is 
a violence done to Nature in very Suffering, greater or leſs ac- 
cording as the Suffering is: We cannot but conclude, that 
theſe, and the like conſiderations mult work very powerfully 
upon any Man whomſoever; and conſequently (which is the 
| would be at) that That Courage which and 
them all, and buoys Men up againſt all theſe Tumults 
and Diſorders of the Mind, muſt be as truly great, as it is 
victorious and ſucceſsful. 

And now This is the Courage, This the Glory of our S 
fering Chriſtians, who bravely prefer Torments, and Death it 
ſelf ro the Tempting Vanities of the World; toldly reſiſt 
the Devil,a powerful and daring,a ſubtile and a malicious Ad- 
verlary ; and anſwer withal to the feeling arguments of Fleſh 
and Blood, as the Captain of their Salvation did before them, 
not my Will but chine be done. 

Now that This Courage ſo conſpicuous in them does truly, 
and really deſerve the name of Fortitude, will appear from 
the general notion and uſage - the Word. For with Mora- 

us lifs 
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liſts the nature of Fortitude conſiſts in a mediocrity between 
raſhneſs and fear. But now thoſe who Suffer for Chrift's ſake 
are y careful in avoiding the extreams. They will not 
over-baſtily Throw away their lives; they will not Sacrifice 
them to a Paſſion or Humour; but conſider before hand the 
goodneſs of the Cauſe; when, and how it may oblige them 
to Safer; with all the other Circumſtances. 

And as for the other extream of Valour, Fear ; they are as 
far from that, as from an inconſiderate Foo/-bardineſs: They 
Fear God indeed; but that is a Fear, that bath no Torment ; 
a Fear, that is conſiſtent with love: They fear Him, and 
tor that reaſon are uncapable of Fearing Men, uncapable of 
Dreading even the Tortures of the Rack, or the Tedious 
Loathſomneſs of 2 Dangeon ; becauſe from the Fear of God ariſes 
the obſervance of his Commands: And he that keeps the 
Commandments of God will vor (nor necd he) Fear, the the 
Earth be moved; and tho the Fills be carried into the mid 
of the Sea. So then, they will not be Afraid of rbem that 
till the body, and after that have mo more that they can  : 
Why 2 Becauſe they Fear him that ought to be Feared ; Zim, 
who, after Ele hath killed, hath power to caſt into Hel. 

Thus do they keep the middle way betwixt Raſbneſs and Fear ; 
thruſting not themſelves into dangers, when they need not; 
and ſparing not to ſhew their Ya/our, when occaſion requires. 

2. All /affering for Chriſt's ſake is attended with Patience. 

That Patience is a Vinue is in every Mans Mouth : That 
Suffering is neceſſary to the exerciſe of it, I Fave already ob- 
ſerved. It remains that we conſider the Excelency, the Sur- 
paſſing nature thereof, 

Now the Gallantry of Paſſrve Courage is ſuch, as is beyond 
the ambition of ordinary men, There are few that have it in 
that full meaſure, as to endure the Terrible reſts of Torments. 
By this it is that the Upright Chriſtian Shows, how Great he 
truly is, Whoſo impatiently bears Afflifion makes it appear, 
that they that inflict them are greater than humſclt ; — 
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he, who braves it, ſhews that tis out of the power of 
any thing but guilt ro make him 7remd/e. 
Tis Great, and it is Glorious to ſhew a Bravery in the Field, 
a Fearleſs daring of the Enemy, and Defence of danger : 
And yet this may beow'd to the hopes either of revenge or 
victory ; and to the promiſing probability of an eſcape. But 
to behold a neceſſary, and an unavoidable Grave; tomount 
the Scaffold with an a Look, and an undiſſembled 
— , this is moſt eminent ly now 7 — Noble, | —— 

id, peculiar to a Sufferi ſtan, to a Chriſti 
Suffering for Chrift's ſake. P 

. Al 8 for Chriff's ſate is attended with Faith. 

exce 48 that Faith for which, and by which - 
we Suffer is evident, in that ir tranſcends our reaſon, and 
the Examinations of Senſe. To Believe a thing, we ſee 
with our Eyes, or fathom with our reaſon, is not Faith, 
but knowledge or perſuaſion ; but to Believe that, which 
neither Eye hath ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither hath it en- 
tred into the Heart of Man to conceive; to Credit that 
which we could not Believe, but that we Believe withal, 
that there is an everlaſting Being, who can do all things: 
This is Faith, an Heroick, an Exalted Faith. 

I muſt confeſs, I cannot a of that reſolution of 
Tertullian, Credo, quia off ee I do therefore lelieve, 
becauſe it is impoſſible. No; nor of His, who ſaid there 
were not Impoſliblities enough in Religion for an Active 
pen s, My dab 5 This, the very being of a 

m : 15 ; tne very an 
RY im . a contradiction: It ſuppoſes a thing 
to be, and not to be; to be poſſible, and not to be poſſible at 


the ſame time; which I am ſure is impoſſible to conceive. 
Well ; but my Faith will foar thus high: I Believe 2 
thing let it ſeem never ſo Strange, (and only not /mpoſF- 
be) to me, becauſe God has faid it, who cannot lie. 
And as for Miracles, and the warn of our Religion ; 
2 1 
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I efteem that Faith the nobleſt, which leaſt concerns it ſe;f 
in prying into them: And like not that — ac'd Faith of 
Nicodemus, ſigniſied by a How cantheſe bez Our Chriſtian 
Sufferer queſtions not the truth of any thing his Saviour 
has told him, tho it ſeem to run almoſt counter to his rea- 
ſon. That his ſcattered aſhes ſhall all be reunited, and his 
Soul recalled to its former habitation; tho it be Marveloxs, 

et he believes it; tho he knows not how, and it looks 
ike /mpoſſible, yet he is aſſur d of it as much as if 'rwere al. 
ready come to paſs. He is fully perſuaded of a Heaven in 
the midſt of the Flames ; and tho it does not yet appear 
what he ſhall be; he is Confident he ſhall be in a ſtate of 
Bliſs ; and convert his Groans into Halelujas. And This I 
call a Gemerows, a Excellent Faith, 

4 All Suffering of Men for Chrift's ſate i attended with 
Love ; a Love of their Saviour for whom, and a Love even 
of their Perſecutors, by whom they Suffer, 

1. A Love of their Saviour for whom they Sefer. 

They thorowly contemplate his Love to Them, which 
was ſo Great, as to Die for them; and cannot (having an 
opportunity, and knowing his defire) I ſay, they cannot 
but Love Him again, with the ſame Effects, with Dying 
for Him. Thus, as one flame enkindles another, does the 
Love of Chriſt beget a Love in them, a Love only inferi- 
or to His. Thus are they drawn with the cords of a Man; 
not ſuch Cords as bind and muſt be born; but ſuch, as, 
like the Nerves and Ligaments, are endued with a quality, 
not only of Binding, but of Supporting too. Hence is their 
Love both frm and »oblea Love, that ſoot hs and raviſhes the 
Heart amidſt the acuteſt pains; for it reconciles 7ortures to 
the moſt tender Conſtitution; and is ſuch a Perfe Love, as, 
according to the Apoſtles Deſcription, ca/teth our fear. 

2. Their Saffering is attended with a Love, even of 
their Perſecutors, by whom they Suffer. 

If you Love them that Love you, what reward have on. 5 
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do not even the Publicans the ſame ? And if you ſalute your 
Brethren only; what do you more than others de not 

the Publicans ſo? There is nothing of G or Gallan- 
try in this above other Men, above the moſt Barbarous of 
the Heathen, for they kiſs and embrace thoſe that are 
Neareſt and Deareſt to them. But to Love your Enemies, to 
Bleſs them that Curſe yon, co do Good to them that Hate you, 
and to Pray for them that Deſpitefully uſe you, and Perſecute 
you, This is Generow, This is Hereict ; it is worthy of a 
Chriſtian, and like one, and truly ſhews you to be Diſci- 
ples and Followers of Chriſt, 

And now our Sufferers for Chriſt do certainly bear ſuch 
a Love to their Perſecators; for they would otherwiſe dif 
obey Chriſt, who — it of them. But that a Man 
ſhould Love Him with All his Heart, (as Saffering for Him 
does imply) and not keep His Commandments, All His 
— ny is (what I have obſerv'd before to be) 
againſt his Doctrine, and againſt Reaſon. 

If This will not do, we have the Exemplary Love of our 
firſt Martyrs for an ment, a Demonſtration of the Mat- 
ter in hand. How Chearfally, how Kindly did They take 
their Sentence of Deatb e ſome of them Thanking their 
Judges, as if twere a Favour, as it they had deſigu d to 
Ollige them by it; all of them expreſſing an undi 
Love, in an unſeigned Prayer for them: tearful they were, 
and unwilling, that Miſery and Torments ſhould be their 
Portion, by whom themſelves were to be ſent to Heaven, 
to be ſent to Heaven in a nearer and more compendious 
way ; by whom (becauſe Perſecuted) as _ did deſerve, 
ſo they might expect a greater degree of Bliſs. 

5. I come now at length, in the laſt place, to offer ſome 
Motives to a reſolute and chearful Suffering, at what time 
ſocver it ſhall pleaſe God to Call us thereto : Of which 
there are ſeveral ; but I ſhall fit down with two or three. 

1. Then, I would have it coaſider'd, That all thoſe who 
are 
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are called to It, do meet with extraordinary Encourage- 
and Aſſiſtances of the Holy Spirit. 

fure of This, That God will require no more of 

us, than we ſhall be enabled ro bear, or pertorm ; and where 

we do want Strength of our own, we may very ſafely de- 


His. 

— to /affer is ſo repugnant to Nature, and ſo un- 
eaſie to the Fleſh,that tho it be an extraordinary Priviledge, 
yet a Man had need of very great Encouragement to re- 
ſolve upon it, and greater ſtill ro go thorow with it. It 
muſt be the Work of that Holy Spirit, which alone can order 
the unruly Wills and Aﬀettions of Men, who worketh in us 
both to will and to do of bis good pleaſure, yea, and to ſuf- 
fer alſo, when he ſees it expedient, If we are not ſufficient 
of our ſebves to think a good thought, as of our ſelves, much 
leſs is it in our power to Deny our ſelves in this ſignal man- 
ner, in undergoing thoſe Bodily Pains, which the meer Na- 
tural Man dreads the thoughts of, We muſt therefore of 
neceſſity recur to a Divine I»ſlzence, to the Supernatural 
Aſiſtance of God's Grace. And indeed, as no Man can Be. 
lieve at all, unleſs it be Grven him from above, unleſs God 
belp his Unbelief ; ſo no Man can ſhew his Faith in ſuch an 
eminent Inſtance, without a more than ordinary Ffafron of 
that Bleſſed Spire, which ſhould actuate his Faith, enlarge 
his Hope, enkindle his Love, and every way prepare and 
arm him againſt the Fiery Trial. 

Whence otherwiſe could it be, that ſo many Chriſtian 
Heroes rejoyc'd in their Sufferings, and Brav'd it in the laſt 
Agonies of their Souls; when the Devil and his 7ortari 
Inſtruments did their Worſt, and Craelty diſplay d it ſelf 
in the moſt direſul Inſtances of Pain and Hlorreur? Whence 
could it be, but from the /fi/7 ſmall Voice of the Com- 
forter within them, from the Excouraging and AſUting Hand 
of the Almighty 2 

I will inſtance in one or two, whoſe Memories are _ 

t 
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their Names, among others, gencrally and deſervedly re 
verenc'd, and their Caſes very remarkable. 

How can we ſuppoſe, that Roſe Ales ſhould bg th. 
Burning of her Hind without any the leaſt complaint, oi 
regret ; that ſhe ſhould bid her Termentor add to her Pains 
and ſing for Joy at the place of her Execution ? I fay, hou 
can we ſupppoſe, that the a poor Maid-ſervant ſhoul: 
prove ſo couragious, did not He, who can do all thin 
Aſif her in Thu; or leſſen her Pain,or enable her to bear it 

To what other mcans, than the Divine /=paiſe and Af 
ſtance, can we attribute the good Biſhop Farrar his Won 
derful Afſarance of his own future Courage and Behaviour, 
and then his anſwerable deportment, when the time came, 
and his S»ferings required it? he declar'd betore hand to a 
Friend, and (as I have heard) to other ſpectators alſo; that 
if he onee ſtir d in the Pains of the Burning in any irregu- 
lar way; they ſhould give no credit to the Doctrine he 
had betore Preached to them, and was then about to Die 
for: And not only fo, but (what crown'd the reſt) he 
really ſtood unſhaken, undiſturb'd, and 7riampbed rather 
than Sefferedin the Flames ; and fo he had continued 
all Peradventure, but that he was knock'd down by a ma- 
licious, a Curſed Hand; for Curſed ſure was the Hand that 
dar d ſtrike, what the Lord had fo plainly fo ſignally up- 
holden: And Curſed was his Family for his ſake ; tor the Fa- 
mily of the Gravel (which was conſiderable enough) 
came quickly after to beggery and want ; and (as far as I 
can learn) there is nothing now remaining of it, but the 
Name, and one ſingle perion (a Man- ſervant) to ſecure it: 
And may It never be loſt, at leaſt as long as Popery has a 
being in the World. 

e muſt, we muſt aſcribe This alſoto the Finger of God: 
We muſt believe it to be the Lords Doing ; for it is marve- 
lous in our Eyes. And if this be the Work of the Al- 
mighty ; we may by an caſy, and natural inference con- 
clud2 the other is ſo 2. Another 
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2. Another motive, I would offer to your conſiderati- 
on, is the Example of all thoſe Saints, Confeſſors, and Mar- 
tyrs, who have gone before us, | 

So great were the Sufferings, thoſe bleſſed Saints under- 
went; ſo bravely did they behave themſelves under them; 
that, as it is our Duty to imitate, ſo it may be the higheſt 
of our ambition to equal them. Whoever ſees the liſt of 
their Suffering with the _ their Severe treat- 
ment, may be furniſhed with a Catalogue of well nigh all 
the Suffering Humane Wit can deviſe, or Humane Nature 
bear. Wild beaſts, the Fire, the Scalding Bath, the Scaf- 
fold, and the Rack, with the reſt of thoſe terrilie Inſtru- 
ments of Heatheniſh Crae/ty took away ſo many of them, 
that it muſt have been a Miracle as great as their Patience 
was, that there was any one Chriſtian leſt. 

Of all the Apoſtles, only St. Fob» died a natural Death. 
nor did he eſcape without a Miracle : Eſcape, did I fay - 
he did not eſcape ; unleſs to Die daily be not to Oie at all; 
unleſs a _ and the Sceiding Oy, for which 
mr > te Church Feſtival, a Day of 
Martyrdom, might be term'd an eſcape. 

And ſo for the reſt: There were almoſt as many Mar- 

s as Chriſtians ; and to be Baptiſed into the Death of 

iſt was in eſlect to reſolve to Die as he died; and the 
day of Martyrdom was in the ordinary account of thoſe 
times the Birth-day of the Chriſtian. 

Wherefore ſeeing we are compas'd about with fo great a 
Cloud of Witneſſes; let us lay aſide every weight, and 
the fin that doth ſoeaſily beſet us; and let us run with Pa- 
tience the Race that is ſet before us. We may with much 
more eaſe traverſ: theſe Rowgh Paths, as being ſomewhat 
plain d, and ſmooth'd by the ſootings of thoſe that have 
gone before. If ſo many thouſands of Saints have march'd 
L efore us, and defied all the Threats and Tortures ol their 
Enemies; ſhall we be afraid to follow after them? We, 


who 


their Faith with their Blood 2 And ſhall we ſtrike Suffer- 
ing out of the Laws of Chriſtianity, out of the number of 
Duties Certainly we have no Reaſon, no Authority for 
it But, and it they bore the Croſs, who had eſpecial to- 


Chriſt aer d for them, leaving them an Example, that they 
ſhould follow His Steps; ſo He, and they too in ſome ſenſe, 
have ſoffer'd for us, leaving us an Example, that we ſhould 
follow Theirs : Which if we do, we ſhall arrive at the Haven 
where They are, and where We would be ; we ſhall receive 
the ſame Reward of our Safferings, the ſame Crown of Glo- 
ry hey are poſſeſs d of; which is another Motive to the 
Duty I am recommending, to a reſolute and chearful S 
fering tor Chriſts ſake. 

And here I ſhall briefly conſider, 1. The Certainty of 
this Reward. 2. The Greatneſs of it. 

x. The Certainty of this Reward. 

There is nothing more Certain, (for there is nothing 
more Clear and Evident in Scripture) than that a conſtant, 
fincere, and univerſal Obedience entitles Men to all the 
Promiſes of the Goſpel. 

And now Suffering for Chriſt's ſake, does undeniably pre- 
ſuppoſe, or imply all this. 

It implics a Conſtancy, or Perſeverance unto the end: for 
if we have forſaken Chriſt at any time, we have at the 
ſame time diſown'd him, and put our Naraes out of the 
Liſt of his Martyrs. . 

It implies Sicerity : for what can poſſibly ſhew the Ren- 
lity of our Love to, and Aftance in Chriſt, if Real Pain and 
Voluntary Suffering, cannot do it. F To 
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that can be devisd: reign with 
(Chriſt), ſaid the are Perſe- 


e 


— to the ſame purpoſe, as clear as —— make 
them, and withal ſo commonly known, that I ſhall not 
trouble you with the repetition of them ; but rather chuſe 


to haſten to, 
2. . And with that I will 


e. 
And here I ſhall not nd to deſcribe what hath not 
entred into the Heart of Man to conceive. I only obſerve, 


That as — — ſo it is beyond our ve- 
ry Wiſhes and Defires ? what can be offered more 


— than This? What can poſſibly more Cherifb our 


Hopes, and more Animate the Suffering Part of us, than 
ther we ſhall ſee, and enjoy for our $ here, all, yea, 
more, infinitely more, than all thar we can deſire or wiſh 
tor ? 

Yes; there is ſomething more, and ter behind ; tho 
I am equally at a loſs for Words, and tor Ideas of it: For, 
the loweſt Degree of rand in Heaves, comes up to all 
that has yet been o — — But new the true 
Chriſtian Martyr is a Star of the t Magnitude there: 
his Happineſs ; farpaſies that of other $ Saints, as far as his Sf 
ferings did: This Light Affiliftien, which is but for a e- 
ment, working for lum a far more Exceeding and Eterna 
Weight of Glory. 

FINIS. 
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